Kalamazoo Central High School
2013 - 2014
Public Speaking
Mr. Barrett
Debate/English/Theatre

337-0330 ext. 507
Email:  barrettcm@kalamazoo.k12.mi.us 
Website:  http://mr-barrett.webnode.com/
Course Description:  (1 trimester  -  .5 credit)
This introductory course offers the student strategies and skills on how to become a better, more articulate speaker.  The strategies and skills obtained from this class will serve as a foundation for other classes.  Each student will present individual speeches throughout this course and learn how to critique themselves as well as their peers.  Preparation includes research, outlining, and writing.  This class is highly recommended for students interested in Debate & Forensics.    
Course Objectives:
This course is designed to provide the student with the opportunity to speak with passion and pride while… 
1. Overcoming communication barriers to utilize effective articulation skills modified with appropriate emotion and tone.
2. Utilizing voice warm-ups & activities in hopes of achieving greater fluency, coherence, awareness, and confidence.

3. Researching topics, creating outlines, rehearsing & performing speeches.  
4. Analyzing and adapting to audiences and peers using eye contact, non-verbal expressions, body language, vocals, and content of the speech.

5. Develop skills in the areas of articulation, enunciation, and body language.
6. Type, Research, Revise, and Save Speeches on disks and account.  

7. Delivering 5 to 6 Speeches on an avg. of 3-5 minutes in length.

8. Gain over-all strength and confidence in speaking.

9. Think critically, problem-solve and develop confidence while delivering speeches, and respectfully tolerating different thoughts and ideas.
10. Build listening skills that develop into effective cross-examination skills.

11. Constructively Critique other speaker’s abilities in delivery, organization, body language, and use of time.
12. Reflect on one’s own weaknesses and strengths to improve delivery, poise, & technique.

Textbook and Other Materials:  

· Speak UP! (second edition) by Douglas M. Fraleigh & Joseph S. Tuman

· A flashdrive and notebook to save and record all speech related notes, research, outlines, and handouts.  

Classroom Expectations:  Follows Handbook
1. P.R.O.  Behavior  -- [PREPARED. RESPECT. OWNERSHIP.]

a. Prepared

i. Having required materials

ii. Be in class on time with all materials

iii. Having personal needs taken care of before bell.

b. Respect

i. Active listening

ii. Be open and courteous to others ideas/beliefs/questions

iii. Use positive language and gestures.  Tolerate differences.

c. Ownership

i. Take responsibility for own actions

ii. Show pride by keeping the classroom clean.  
2. All Students are expected to follow the Student’s Handbook guidelines.

3. All Students are expected to wear their IDs everyday in order to enter and participate in class. 

4. Come to class on time. Standing outside the door and rushing in after the bell has begun to ring will constitute a tardy. You must be INSIDE the door when it begins ringing to be counted on time. 
5. Begin the start up activity within 1 minute after the tardy bell. Directions will be on the overhead or powerpoint. Please do not wait for me to remind you to begin since I need to take roll and attend to other duties for the first few minutes of the period. 
6. Attend to personal needs before coming to class. I have been instructed not to give passes to lockers and to limit passes, so please do not ask for a pass unless you have a true emergency. Also, passes will NOT be issued the 1st ½ hour of class and last 15 minutes. 
7. Remain in your assigned seat unless you have permission to get up . Throw scraps away at the end of the period on your way out. 
8. Do not eat candy, gum, or other food in class unless you have been given special permission. School sponsored sales will be permitted during the last 5 minutes of class IF we are finished with the lesson and permission is granted. Be sure to ask first. 
9. Bring required materials every day unless you are otherwise directed. 
10. Talk only when permitted. Listening will prevent a multitude of errors.  Quiet talking must guide group discussions and questions must be addressed with a raised hand, unless we conduct class discussions in a ‘popcorn’ fashion. I expect compliance and your full support in focusing on the tasks at hand. 
11. Use polite speech:  No offensive or foul Language will be accepted. Let’s keep the language positive and display an extensive use of vocabulary to express ourselves. Unkind teasing and impolite behavior is unacceptable. 
12. Do not cheat. Students caught cheating will receive a zero and a phone call home. Both the student who shares his work for an independent assignment AND the person who copies it will suffer the same consequences. I expect you to do your own work and to be sure no one can copy it. 
13. Follow the teacher's directions immediately. During transitions I will raise my hand in order to give further directions which will signify our need to: Freeze, Put eyes on teacher, and Listen! Keep me happy and I'll do a better job for you! 
14. Hide all electronic equipment such as cell-phones and Mp3 players. They will NOT be seen or heard unless we use them for an activity.  

15. Listening is the secret component to successful development. Always strive to do and be your best.  
Disciplinary Action:

Not following the class expectations will result in 1st a warning, 2nd a detention for behavior issues with a phone call home, [or, if it is a electronic device it will be given to administration] and if a detention does not remedy the situation a referral will be issued.  Student is responsible for missed work. Daily repeated offenses will result in a mandatory parent/teacher conference.  

Academic Integrity:

To plagiarize is to "take the ideas, writings from another and pass them off as one's own" (Webster 570). If you just copy another's work, you are not really working at all, you are not learning anything, you are not processing the information in any way. In fact, you are just copying.  Students will be expected to create authentic, original ideas supported by credible sources while citing their sources in order to avoid participating in ‘academic dishonesty.’  If caught cheating, consequences range from an automatic zero to loss of credit.  
Make-up Policy:  

He/she is responsible for seeking out missed work after class, during ‘down time,’ after school, during lunch, or getting notes from a classmate. In order to ‘make-up’ an assignment, quiz, or test due to an absence the student needs to schedule with the teacher an appropriate time to finish or get the work.   Late Speeches will NOT be accepted.  
Course Outline:  
Week 1:  Speaking Exercises


Week  9&10: Storytelling 
Week 2:  Informational Speech


Week  11: Impromptu  
Week 3&4:  Instructional


Week  12: Final Speech: Reunion
Week 5&6:  Interview Speech



Week 7&8:  Persuasive


Evaluation/ Grading Criteria:   
Participation:


30%

Written Work/Research:
20%

Speeches:


40%

Journals/Notes:

10%
___________________________________________________________________

**After reading, please acknowledge course expectations by signing and dating this syllabus.   Thank you.  Please email any questions or concerns.  

[Student Signature]

[Parent or Guardian Signature]  
Mr. Barrett

Teacher/Director of Theatre & Speech 
barrettcm@kalamazoo.k12.mi.us 
and/or

http://mr-barrett.webnode.com/ 
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